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As the head of a Federal agency, I make dec�s�ons nearly every day on how to spend 
taxpayers’ dollars. My job at NIJ �s to ensure that our R&D dollars bu�ld the best knowl-
edge poss�ble—the most cruc�al, the most t�mely, the h�ghest qual�ty—for the cr�m�nal 
just�ce commun�ty.

Our cover story explores th�s process of knowledge bu�ld�ng �n one of the most v�tal 
components of our just�ce system: eyew�tness ev�dence and how l�neups are con-
ducted. “Pol�ce L�neups: Mak�ng Eyew�tness Ident�f�cat�on More Rel�able” d�scusses 
the state of knowledge and pract�ce on th�s controvers�al subject. We also d�scuss a 
very �mportant study that we have recently begun—a f�eld test of s�multaneous versus 
sequent�al l�neups us�ng bl�nd and nonbl�nd adm�n�strators. 

Another area �n wh�ch NIJ �s work�ng to bu�ld knowledge �s forens�cs. I am extremely 
proud to tell you that Dr. John Morgan, the head of NIJ’s sc�ence and technology 
off�ce, and h�s team of researchers, lawyers, and analysts rece�ved the 2007 Serv�ce to 
Amer�ca Medal �n Just�ce and Law Enforcement. John rece�ved the “Samm�e” for the 
knowledge h�s team has generated as part of the Pres�dent’s DNA In�t�at�ve. The�r work 
has helped solve thousands of cold cases and has dramat�cally expanded the capac�ty of 
local law enforcement to use DNA ev�dence. To John and h�s team, I offer my pra�se and 
recogn�t�on for (�f I may borrow the words of the Serv�ce to Amer�ca comm�ttee) your 
comm�tment to and �nnovat�on �n mak�ng our Nat�on stronger and safer. 

F�nally, I am exc�ted to report that NIJ and Harvard Un�vers�ty have teamed up to repeat 
h�story—�n the best sense of that concept. A generat�on ago, NIJ and Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government sponsored the Execut�ve Sess�on on Pol�c�ng. The part�c�pants 
of that landmark project became the pol�ce leaders of the follow�ng two decades. Now, 
post-9/11, we are exper�enc�ng an unprecedented �nvestment �n new data systems, 
tra�n�ng, and technology for law enforcement. To help gu�de the Nat�on �n th�s monu-
mental effort, NIJ and Harvard are now reexam�n�ng ways to help elected off�c�als and 
sen�or execut�ves use these �nvestments w�sely and effect�vely. Through our execut�ve 
sess�on on Policing in the New Century, we w�ll �dent�fy the pr�nc�ples and pr�or�t�es that 
w�ll make effect�ve pol�c�ng not just poss�ble but l�kely �n the next two decades. 

As NIJ cont�nues to bu�ld the best cr�m�nal just�ce pract�ces and technolog�es, we 
rema�n comm�tted to spread�ng th�s knowledge to all corners of the country through 
publ�cat�ons l�ke th�s �ssue of the NIJ Journal. I hope you f�nd �t �nterest�ng and useful.
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